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The Beating of Sifver
between tissues of
Slaughtered
Animals : the most
closely guarded secret of
the Varakh industry

"Sheeh have soft and warm -
skin.... ideal for beating varkh." ) - o
- Varkh Manufaeturer 5

Skins of slaughtered goat
and sheep... soaked for
dehairing in filthy, infested
vats for 12 to 13 days.

Worker peels away the
epidermal layer from the
sking in a single piece.

e 08 - 31913 08




The animal tissue layers, treated in
a decoction of about 70-80 herbs
for 30 minutes to deodorise,
soften, and 'warm' them, are then
coloured and left to dry on wooden
boards.

workers cuts out square pieces
measuring 19 cm x 15 cm from the
treated animal tissue. Pouches are
made from these pieces and are
stacked into booklets. Booklets are
given covers of goat/lamb suede.

Thin strips
of drawn
silver are
placed inside
the pouches.

Workers pound away at
the pouches with wooden
mallets for 3 hours to beat
the silver inside into the ultra -thin
'varakh' of thickness as low as a
fraction of a micron.

|

There is always the possibility of some of the
animals tissue remaining on the
R surface of the silver foil.
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Number of tissue 'Pages’ cut from one skin : 20 - 25

Number of tissue 'Pages’ in one booklet : 360

Number of skins needed (= number of animals killed) for one
booklet : 15

Yeild from one booklet :

upto 200 varakh bundles

Number of varakh sheets in one bundle : 150 - 160

Number of varakh sheet (176 cm sq) from one booklet : 200 x
150 = 30,000

Demand = 30,000 kg per year = 2.5 crore booklets per year
=37.5 crore animals per year

killing rate = 12,500 animals for 1 kg of varakh

Varakh Vocabulary

Jhilli - The Layer immediately beneath the skin, also called the
epidermis, which is peeled off and made into pouches in which
varakh is beaten (Fig. 2.)

Auzaar - The booklet-like stack of pouches made from jhilli in
which silver strips are placed and beaten (Fig. 5).

Thadaa/Khol - The thick leather sheets (Sheep Suede) between
which the auzaar (booklet) is kept and hammmered.

Alagaa- The 1inch silver strips, heated and drawn, that are
beaten to obtain varakh (Fig. 6).

'999' Varakh - The 'Brand ' of varakh that is obtained from pure
refined silver.

Tabagq - another word for varakh.
Varakhsaaz/Tabaggaar/Pannigaar - The Varakh-Beater (Fig 6.)
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